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We have accounts of the adjournment of

whet ia oalled the "S ltuek.v Commercial
Convention," reoently held at Montgomery,
Alabama. To ite praise, be it said, it preventedthe passage of some obnoxious resolutions.hotfurther than that, wo are afraid,
nothing in its favor can justly be affirmed.
Considering what has passed, it may well
be doubted if these Conventions have not

done much more barm than good. Certainly,they have effected nothing practi- j
cal for the benefit of tbe South. and the

pleasure of social intercourse amongst the

members, is tbe only offset for tbe exhibition
of divided counsels, adverse views, and, in
many instances, mischievous debate. It is

very maoi'est, too, tbat, regularly, a spirit
adverse to tbe union of tbe States is display
d by some of tbose who attend these meet-

iogs, creating distrust as to tbe objects con- i

templated. No wonder, then, that in the
S >utb generally, and. in Virginia especially,
publio sentiment ia beginning to express it-
self against tbe neoessity or propriety of

'

holding any. more "Southern Coniiiir>rci«.|
Conventions." It is seen that they neither
propose nor effect measures suitable for tbe
wants of tbe times in tbe South. We have
no doubt, but that a majority of their mem
bers are aotuated by patriotic views, and
desire to do something fur the benefit of the ! >

public. But, it is, also, beyond a doubt,
that, hitherto, they have failed to fulfil their
own wishes, or realize the expectations of
the people. It would he as well, therefore,
if, by general consent, it should be deterininsd that we base seen the last of these
a nonal convocations.or, at least, that tboy
should not again assemble unless under dif-
ferent auspices, of different materials, and
for the acoomphsbaeot of some specified and
universally approved object.

In reference'to the proposition for the re- i

vival of the Slave Trade, we believo the
Uniuu is entirely oorrcct, when it expresses
its belief, that "if there were any mode of tak-
ing the sentiment of the country, the South
wo uld be fouod to be even more averse to

the measure than the Nvrb. The S~ctb,
wbieh has never shown itself actuated by the
auri sacraJames, oould Dover eonsent to iufssttheir community with troops of wild and

gi bbering negroes, for the sake of profits,
wbieh they would not avail themselves of
even if tbey bad them at command. If, contraryto all probability or even possibility,
t he proposition were ever seriously brought 1

forward in Congress, to re-opeo the slave
trade, we are entirely confident that the
traffic would ogsin receive even a more un-

compromising opposition from the S utb ,

than from the North, just as it did while the

question of abolishing the trufho was former-
lv before the country."

It will be teen by id abstract of the pa- ]

pere sent to the Senate, on Wednesday, by
the President, relative to the search of Amerieao

vessels by British Cruisers in the neighborhoodof Cuba, that our minister in L>n-
don baa been directed to make the proper
representations and demand for reparation
to the British government, aQ(j our 1

war in the Gulf have been ordered to render
(

full protection to our mei chant vessels in that

quarter. (

The Hail Storm of last week devastated
a large traot of oouotry io Virginia, and ex-

tended far down in the Northern Neck..
Spotsylvania, Stafford, King George, and

Weetmorelaod eounties especially suffered.
,

tbe mills dans, fenoes. and crops, being ex-
1

teosively injured, and damage done to build- '

iogs. It will be Been, that iu Maryland, in '

Prince Georges, Charles, Calvert, and Talbdt
eounties the hurrioane was very severe and ,

destructive. I

Mr. Boyee, from tbe House select commit- '

mittee on tbe tariff and tbe navigation laws,
has made a report agaiost indirect taxation
and io favor of free trade, arguing that a J
protective polioy should be abandoned, and (

that tbe lower taxes should be on articles of s

necessity, end the highest on luxuries. In t

regard to tbe navigation laws, the commit- £
tec propose that tbe restrictions should be ^

removed. Mr. Gerueit does not concur in «

all tbe conclusions of tbe oommittee.I

We observe that several of tbe newspaper s

statements regarding tbe recent British ou - 1

rages bmve already been greatly modified by
individual account#, among which is the re- p
port of Captaio Gage, of the baik W. 11. *

Chandler, and Captaio KswUy, of the brig c

Martha Gilebriat. 'r
We bare received Leonard Soott A Go's re- 1

pnblieatioD of the last number of the London ^
Q oarterly Review. It oontaina articles on ^
Dr. Johnson, Italian Toore, English Agricul- a

ture, Michael Angelo, Pablio Speaking, Siege r

of Lueknow, France, Ac. Received and
foraiabed te enbecribera by Robt. Bell, Agent
for tbe Reprints. ti

The Staunton Spectator says:."Owing to
*

the eontinned wet weather in this section of S
oountry, many of farmers have not yet finisbedplanting corn. No damage was done 11

to tbe growing cropby the reoent bail storms." £
A London letter reports that the recent

heavy payments of tbe silk bouses were well g,

met. Tbe Baak lost considerable bullion f.
during tbe week-.a million and a half.which u

went to Parie. »
ri

Judge Loriog bae aatered on his duties as o

Chief Jaetioe of tbe Court of Claims. «

f il

Tbe Turkish Admiral is oo a visit to Boe-
$oo.

*

wmutrniMM >nii

AEEXANDI
Tbe Treasury Department has applied to

Congress for a new L->au. In the Senate, on

Wednesday, tbe Vice President laid before
tbe Senate a communication from tbe Socretaryof tbe Treasury in relation to the presentcondition of tbe finances; wbicb was referredto tbe Committee on Finance. The
Secretary recommends that authority be

giten to tbe department to supply any deficienciesthat may arige in meeting the demandsupon tbe treasury for an additional
loan not exceeding fifteen millions of dollars.
to be negotiated for a period not moro thun ]
ten years, at a rate of interest not exceeding
six percent. Ho also says tbat be does not
recommend any measure for increased taxation;that it would be unwise at tbia time to
attempt a modification of tbe tariff of 1857,
fur the reasons given in tbe annual report to
Coogress; tbat sufficient time bas not elapsed
to test tbe effects ot this act upon tbe revenue.considering tbe condition of tbe Ccuntry
during tbe period of its operation; tbat neithertbe receipt" nor expenditures of the governmentshould be estimated for tbe future
upon tbe basis of its present receipts and expenditures,since tbe formor have been, and
3'ill are, too seriously affected by tbe late revulsionto justify a policy of legislation based
upon a prubable continuance of this state of
thing* for any considerable period of time..
Tbe Secretary further expresses the opiniou
that in order to meet tbe current expenditures,it is not prudent to rely upon tbe receiptsinto the treasury, estimated upou tbe
rapid revival of trade and business.

Tbe Lynchburg Virginian says:."Tbe
agsnt who negotiated with Lilly Bowlegs,
this last time, And who now has bim in

obargo, i* Major li otor of tbe Army.who
bus been Indian Agent among tbe civilized
tribe* west if Arkansas for many years,
ind is thoroughly familiar with all tbe habits,
thoughts, and aspirations of tbe red men of
the forest. Hois tbe gentleman whom AlbertPike has immortalized in his song of tbe
'Fine Old Arkansas Gentleman," If there
is a a«tii in tbe Union who knows bow to

manage Billy, it is Major lector. Gen. Hartleytried it in Florida, but Billy outwitted
bim at every turn. On one occasion, when
Harney was in active pursuit of bun, Billy
lent bim the Pillowing significant message:
'If Harney catch Billy, Bi ly bang. If Billycatch Harney, llarnoy hang " If Rector
ihould not be able to tianspiant "General
Wm. Cruikshanks," as Billy facetiously
styles himself, to tbe Western wilds, we shall
conclude tbat it is an impossible undertaking.andthe Florida War will have to be
ieclared enj/ermunence."
The Union distrusts the telegraphic news

which announces the capitulation of the Mormons,and the establishment of peaoe in
Utah. It is not improbable, it says, that Mr.
Kane, who is but a private person, having no

jonKnission of any sort from the government,
aas succeeded, through his mysterious personalrelations with the Mormons, in inducing
that people to invite Governor Cnmmings to
Silt Like City, and to recosr.i/,- r.is official
authority. I: this he so, and Gjvernor Cummirigshas actually proceeded to the Mormon
city, some armistice or truce may bcrealter
result from hi- presence in the city; but it is
altogether improbable that the war has come
to the sudden and abrupt termination announcedby the telegraph. These advices,
through private channels, it mutt be remembered,are unaccompanied, as usual, by concurrentadvices through official channels; for
do confirmation has been received of tbem by
the government.
The bill repealing the Fishing Bounties was

finally passed in the Seuate, (a-* already mentioned)on Wednesday, by the foilowiog voti:

Ykas..Messrs Bayard, Benjimin, Bigler,
Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingmau, Davis, Douglas,
Fitzpatrick, Gwiti, Hammond. Henderson, Hurler.Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas. Johnson of
Tennessee, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Polk,
I'ugh. Rice, Sebastian. Slidell, Thomson, of
Sew Jersey, Toombs, Wright, and Yulee.30.
Nays..Messrs. Allen. Bell, Brotterick, Chanller.Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Dooittle,Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale,

Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, K ing. Seward, Shields,
simmons, Stuart, Sumner, Wade and Wilson
.25.
Abbknt or not Voting.Messrs. Ba'es. Came

ron, Fitch, Green. Kennedy, Real, Thompson ol
Kentucky, and Trumbull.8.

The steamer Fultcn, from S utbampton,
with Liverpool dates to the 4tb inst., (anti;ipated)has arrived at New York. The
li indon Times contains the official list of offi-
sera killed and wounded in thescigcol Luckoow.There were nineteen killed, fortylightwounded. Among the passengers by
the Fulton are<J. X. B maparte, and N. Heiry,the latter bearer of dispatches.
The Lmdon Times speaks rather approvinglyor the extension of the I'oited Slate*

nuthwardly; and thinks that the absorption
if Central America by the Americans cannot

.)« long delayed, and that Annexation will be
t great improvement upon its present posi
[ion. The Times also thinks that there will
:>e more opposition to such annexation at
louie than abroad.

The Southern Couvtollon.

We have no disposiiion to underrate the
mportance ot the deliberations of intelligent
IUU J'mriuuu UICU arrruivivu iw %»% j ^uw..«.

<f tbe loion for lawful and laudable purpoies.It is not possible that sucb a disposi
ioo could actuate the present writer in regardto tbe convention of southern men do*

issembled in Montgomery, Alabama. Yet
re ate sure that we express tbe sentiment of
m overwhelming majority of the southern
eopie no less than of tbe northern, when we

notes* our utter disappointment at the re-

ults of tbe "Southern Commercial Conren- '

ions" which hare been annually held for
eroral years past, in tbo chief southern 1

:ities. We doubt if a single railroad, a sin- '

:le ship, or a single dollar of additional (

realtb, has resulted as the peculiar product 1

f these conventions. We bare no doubt
bat good bus resulted trom the mere social '

eunion of oitiz. ms and interchange of opin- J
on between intelligent minds gathered to- '

;etber from various quarters or a great seo- 5

ioo of the loioo ; but farther than the mere
'

lenefits tbat come of social int.course and '
it (' hure iiax bann any rood '

»U " «"» "V v. .

esclt whatever.Union.
Perilous Feat.

At Montreal, on Thursday evening last, a

ight-rope dancer, named Antoiue Pelave,
talked tbe length ofa rope stretched from the
bird stories of two buildings, across Great
It. James street and retnrncd, in tbe preeoceof thousands of spectators. Alter crossgfor the first time, bo appeared somewhat
xbausted, but prepared to recroes. When
bout two yards over tbe rope, be grew sligbt1agitated, and was about to make a filse
rep; tbe crowd below were alarmed for bis .

afety, but be preserved bis balanoe with ono ,

>ot, and instantly recovering, threw himself j'
poo a rope where be remained stretched for j
few minutes. With great agility be soon t

egained bis upright position; but instead ,
f going forward be retreated slowly barkrards,and leaned against the wall. He
ben advanced, and without making a false J
tep, readied the opposite window, amid tbe
rarmest plaudit* of tbe erowd.

HA gaze AN:
The President transmitted on Wednesday

to the Senate, in response to a resolution of
that body, several official papers, relating to
a subject that is now engrossing attention
throughout the country. The report of the
Seoreiary of Stale to tne President is as follows:

Department of State, )
Washington, lrttu May, 1.SS8. J

Sir: Since my despatch No. Iu3, ot the
l*2th instant, various statement hive been
made in the public papers, showing other
cases of the forcible detention and search of
American vessels by British armed sbips-ofwarin tbeUulf of Mexico and in the adjacent
seas. In every case where these reports have
come to the knowledge of this Department,
application has boen made immediately to
»i.a rvvj.rvor artllaafap fa rvfualira imm illt* ftlin«

tain a particular acouotot the outrage, with
a view to make it the subject of reclamation
upon the British government. Answers to
some of these applications have been received,
and oopies of them, agreeably to the annexed
list, are herewith transmitted, for your information,as well as for your prompt action.
When others ars received, you shall, in like
manner, be furnished with copies, that you
may be k->pt advised of the progress of these
assaults upon our national rights.

In addition to these aggressions upon the
high sea-, another indefensible act of violence
against several of our merchant vessels, said
to be eleven iu number, by forcible entry and
examination, has been committed by a British
armed steamer, in the harbor ot Sigua la
Grande, in the Island of Gubu. The statementsin the public j turnals contain the
details of this transaction, but no authentic
report oo the subjeet bus yet reached the Department,with toe exception ol a le:ter froui
the Consul-General of the United States at

Havana, of which I trau-uiit you a copy,
Proper measures have been taken to procure
all the necessary information, which will be
forwarded to you as soon as it reaches here.
When all the facts are ascertained, proper
representations will be made, without delay,
to the government of Her Catholic Majesty
agaiust this search of American vessels by j
the oava! f.-.rceof another pjA-»- wituin the
territorial jurisdiction of Spain. The United
States are »-*.tistDd that the government of
that country will adopt the moat efficient
measures to protect their vessels resorting to
the Spanish ports, from lawless vioienoa..
Such protection they are eu titled to, and if it
is Dot found elsewhere, it must he found in
the power of their own country. 1 am not
informed whether any injury was sustained
in consequence of the proceedings against
these vessels. If there wore, it will be expectedthat it be made good by tbe Spanish
government itself, or by means of its inter-
position with the government of Great Britain.

These flagrant violations of the rights of
the United States have excited a deep feeling
through the couotry, and have attracted the
attention of both houses of Congress. Tueif
oootinuance cannot fail to produce the most
serious effects upon the relations of the two

countries. The President confidently believesthat the British naval officers, in the
adoption of these high-handed measures,
have acted without the authority, and have
misunderstood the views, of their ft -*crtment.B..» it is n>.t the less due to the
United States that their conduct should be
disavowed, and peremptory orders issued, to

prevent the recurrence of similar procee lings
hereafter. You will communicate to the
Earl of Malmcsbury the earnest expectation
of the President that this subject should receivethe immediate attention of her BritannicMajesty's government, and that the officerswho have been guilty of these outrages
should be held properly responsible for their
conduct, and that, where pecuniary injuries
have been suff'erecd, the interested parties
should receive just compentation.

You will also invite the particular attentionof Lord Malmosbury to the occurrences
at Sagua la Graode, and to the just expectationsof the Uoited States that the nieu-ures

of redress adopted by the British govern-
ment upon this occasion will be sucb as to

mark with its displeasure the conduct of the
officer whose proceedings have given a serious
cause of offence to a lriendly power, and to

prevent a similar interference hereafter. I
am, sir, vourob't. serv't., LEW. CASS.
Geokoe M. Dai.i.as, esq , 4c., 4 , 4c.
A repurt from the Secretary of the Navy,

dated the 10th inst., states that the United
States steamer Fulton, Lieut. Aimy command- ,

iog, has been ordered to oruise on the north
aide of tbo coast of Cuba, or such other por- ,

lions as may be deemed necessary for the
protection of American vo.-sels on the high
seas Iroui search or detention by the vessels- (

nf-war of anv other nation. O.dcrs have a!- .

so teen given for the immediate preparation
of the razee sloop Savannah, at New York,
and the brig Dolphin at Bostou, to join the
homo squadron for the purpose of cruising in i

the neighborhood of Cuba; and the Memo ,

frigate Wabash now fitting out at New York ,

as the flag-ship of the Mediterranean squad- (

ron, has been directed en route to vhow her (
flag in those waters, and to protect at nil |
times the persons and property of American |
citizens. *

General Cass, on tb« >2*h ir-rru::; ,
Mr. Uallas our uuuister at Loudon, to call tho |
attention of the British government to tho (

aggressions complained ol. The letter is as ,

follows: ,

"The accompanying papers, copies ol the ,

originals of which have just been received, ]
will make known to you another outrage |
committed against the rights ot toe United (
States by a British armei vessel, which calia t

for the immediate attention of tho British .

government. t
"1 am persuadrd that if the occurrences | j

took place as they are stated, the conduct of f

the British officer will be disavowed aud j
condemned. ,

"I beg you would communicate to L <rd ,

Malmesbury the earnest Jet-ire of the I'resi- ,
dent that, this practice, which seems to be- c

come more prevalent, of detaining and ]
»earcbiDg American vet-sels, should be Jit-coo- j
tinued, and that the most peremptory orders
lor that purpose should be given and eutorc- j
id. Such a measure is called tor by impor- J <j

taot considerations, wbicb will readily occur

;o you. While this government is determinedto use all proper exertions for the suppressionof the slave trade, it is not less desirous c

:hat the just immunity of the vessels of the r

L'uited States upon the ocean should be prt- I
served. Whatever may have ben the true r

ibjeots of the vo}«gc of the Cortez, if she e

lad papers showing her American character,
she was subject neib.r to search nor cap- y

urn >-y the British cruiser. I do not doubt a
>ut tbe facts reported will be tuily iuvestiga- ,
ed by order of the British goverument, and c

roper measures takeo to preveut the recurrenceof a similar act hereafter.
- -i. ... .u- s

"1 call jour attention, airu, iu iuc circuuinancesreported by tbe cotsul-general at

liivana, showing tbe existouce of a kind of ^

ndice system by whicii Auiericao vessels iu
bat port are watcbed an J interfend with, J
tod have to request that you will bring the r

uatter to tbe atiention of tbe Earl of Mai- p

ueabury, witb a view to tbo correction of b

be evil."
A Child's Idea. (l

A little girl of this town having heard a
c

;reat deal of Ulk about tbe caudidatcs run- ^
\ing for tbe various county offices, very art- ^

eaaly expressed thewisb that they wouid run t<

iy ber house, as she was extremely anxious A

o see tnem. We hope §>me of our friends tl

rill aocommoda'e ber..Staunton Spectator. *

POTATOES..A lot Of" primeJersey Mercer ft
POTATOES,just received, and lor sale by ft

AUDlSON, WALLACE * CO., al

my 21 Union-street.

3.isnnnrs.Mi, in.*;.

D VIRGINIA AW
Ottih of Uen. Pertlfcr F Smith,

The telegraph announces a great loss to

the army and the nation. General Pure iter
F Smith died at Leavenworth, on Sunday,
16:b May. He left here a month ago in Iceblehealth, but with the hope that travel and
change of air would produce a reaction in a

system long wor* by disease. This hope
was in some degree realized, and uotil a few
days before bis decease there was a visible
improvement in bis condition. The appointmentof General Smith to the chief command
of the arrnv of Utah was earnestly solicited
by him. Whea remonstrated with by his
friends on the danger of sucb service to one

in bis condition, his invariablo reply was,
that he could not die in a better place.at bis
post."with harness on." ilis ardent patri(iriatnami rnilitnru unirif trr&M NrrnflttHr nrid

brighter as his physical system aud vigor
declined lie was indeed importunate in
his solicitations for the difficult and laboriousservice, to which he has been orderedby the government, in the hope cherishedby bis lrieuds, that such service would
improve his health, and with an unbounded
confidence in his wisdom,judgment, and admirablemilitary qualities.

General Suiith, at the time of bis death,
was about sixty-five yeirs of age. lie was

born in Pennsylvania. t'«e son of an eminent
oitizen of that State, the late Judge Smith.
On arriving at manhood he removed to New
Orleans, where he passed the greater part ot
his life, filling many civil and judicial offices
in that city with great credit arid distinction.
Throughout his whole life.tven during his
judicial services.his leading passion was lor
arm-, bis tasto was ever dce.dcdly military.
For a longtime ho commanded a very brilliantvolunteer company and battalion ; and
was never happier than when he could exchangethe ermine tor the military garb..
llis first service, however, iu the field, was

rendered during the Seminole war, when obedientto the cull ol G meral Gaines, he raised
a few regiments of volunteers, and with incrediblerapidity marched to the scene of the
war, aud participated in a very brilliant and
efficient manner in the most trying events ot
that long aod vexatious Contest, it was on

this occasion he attracted the special attentionof Generals Gaines, Scott, and Taylor,
and received their c mtHence, which ho ever

afterwards retained. On the conclusion of
this service he resumed bis judicial (unctions
in New Orleans. In the midst of these duties,in the spring of 1^40, the news of the
alarming situation of Gen. Taylor on the
Kio Grande, wheu pursued by Arista and
Atnpudia with overwhelming force*, reached
Now Orleans, and fired the military ardor of
Gen. Smith to such a degree that be abandoneda most lucrative and valuable office,
and proceeded to organize a large force of
volunteers to reinforce Geo. Taylor I: was

by the express wish of Gen Taylor th.t this
Command was given to Gen. Smith. Ttie resultof bis labors in the organization of this
force exhibits the most wonderful instance
in our history ol the military resources and
spirit of our people, as well as ot the high
qualities ol this gallant officer. In s;X week*'
time five regiments, all equipped and in an

pra-iiont state of organ aition, were on their
way to j -iu Gen. Taylor. Gen. Smith took
Jho held at the bead of this force, which was

double the wbulo army of G,*n. Taylor..
This timely reioforceuient enabled toe iattor
General to proceed more rapidly and vigorouslyin the capture and occupation of the
Mexican territory along the Kio Grande,
and on the forward march into the interior
of the country. When the volunteers were

disbanded, General Smith was retained in
the aruiy as one of the head brigadier generals; and then for the first time in 1S47 enteredupon the life which he had no long deaired,as a regular professional soldier. His
career in the stormy scenes of the campaigns
up the valley of Mexico, his brilliant strategyand dariog in the effective and splendid
achievements at Contreras, and many other
brilliant feats of arms and military skill
are doubtless familiar to all of our readers
who love to dweil upon the achievements of
our countrymen.
On tbe organ:/ition of the mounted rifles,

lienera! Smith was appointed to tbccolooelcy,
and when the new brigadier generalship
was created, during the late administration,
he received the commission to fill it.
General Smith leaves a widow, and a son

by his first wife, now a distinguished pbystisiariof New Orleans.
The promineut features of General Smith's

'haracter wero great tact, excellent judgment,the most agreeable and impressive
manner, full of simplicity, and sincerity,
ind intense military enthusiasm and ardor.
. I num.

Kuiurllilitg .New.

Wc witnessed, a few days ago, on Main
treet a model machine in motion, which to

jh wan something entirely new. It occupied
v space of about a yard in length and a foot
»r more in breadth, and in what we term a

2old Water Engine. It was put in motion
jy water from a picco of hose attached to a

lydrant at the corner of Main and Water
Streets, the water entering a brass tube at
;iie top and parsing down into other chambersattached to the main receiver, and
iperating in a manner unperceived, and-
which we cannot describe. I; ! . a : iston
me inch in diameter, and a nint-itich lly-
wheel,.the pi-ton rod* operating precisely
ike that of a steam engine. This small atTtir
iad a lathe attached, on which was a wagon
luh 8 inches in diameter, turning with two

>r three hundred revolutions in a nunutp,
iod which such force as to admit the applic iionof a gouge far turning the bub. This
uvention is designed to supersede all other
ipplications of cold water power ; and the
nventor (Mr. Hells Uord) assures us that it
will give at least lour times the power acjuiredby the application of the same quan-
ity of water in any other way, and will
louibino cbevpnes-i with othor advantages j
fur mills on small streams of water, it is
teculiarly adapted, if the inventor's estimates
ire correct in regard to the extent of its
lower.and he is undotibtedlv a gentleman
>f hue mechanical mind.. Winchester I try.

Tele gra plilc Uttpslrhei,
New* Orleans, May 18.The exports of!

ottun from this port to <«reat Hritni:. «.:aiogthe wi.k «-"rc 3,l!U0 bales, and to

'ricce u,500. From M >hile the exports doingthe week were O.IKMJ bales.all to L:vrpooi.
IIarrisblkg, May 19..The Sate canals

rere l-.rnj»lly 'ranslerred to tiie aunnury
nd Erie Kiilnad Compsoy to-day. The
iuvernur his issued a proclamation uiinjuulogtbe fact.
New Haven, May 19.. II.-v. II. 11. IIoingtor,lor tnauy years a uiispiotjary in loin,died suddenly at Centre Brook, in tLis

tale, on Sunday.
Norfolk, May 19.. Bark Traveller, 35

ays Irotn Hio, with coffee, for N »rfolk, arivedin Hampton Roads to-day. TbescbouOrBrunette, bonce for Providence, has put
ack in distress.
Oswego, May 18.Tbe Canadian authoritybave reduced tbe tolls on tbe Weilaod

anal one-third.to commence to-day.
?<I,AVKS WAN'IEH.I wish to purchase,
5 'or seli and brother, to go on a Cotton planition,in Arkausas, TEN LisELY NK(»RO
1EN, from lb to 25 years of age. None but
io»e of good character and dark complexion
ill suit.
Persons having such Slaves lor sale, who pje:rselecling the purchaser who will nold them

ir his own use, will address the undersigned,
i Chantilly P <).. Fairfax County, Vu
ap 3U.eo3m S. T sIl'AKT.

fERTISEK-MAV
Propoird RcvItiI of tile Slave Trade.
Iu the reported proceedings of tbe lal

"S utbern Commercial Convention," we fin
an abstract of tho speech of Mr. I'ryor, <

Virginia, in opposition to the proposition I

revive tbe Slave Trade. Mr. 1'kvok said:
This proposition, if endorsed, would shoe

the moral sentiment ut (Jhristeodom. Sow
may say they do not c»re for that. But w

of the South wno pr foss to he Chrietiar
ehoulu endeavor, 11 possible, witriout sacrm

iog rights, to seek rather to propitiate tt
moral sentiment of Christend >m. lie wn

not willing to throw the giuntlet id the fad
of the Christian world, lie was very tnuo

governed by consideration of policy. An
the sentiment of the Christian world \va

gradually coining round to one stand poiu
Lo k at Kngland with her Coo.ies, an

France with her sppremiees. The dispato
from our Minister in France shows a grai
ual amelioration in sentiment upon this sut
jeet. We should bide our time and not, f>
this public action, give our institutions ao ii
retrievable reoill. Quietanmi moccre. A
low things tig> along smoothly.

lie objected to the introduction of a hord
of barbarians from Africa among us. Tha
was incompatible with the present status i

slavery here. O irs is a patriarchal inst
tution now, founded in pity aud protocMo
on tho one side, and dependence and grit
tudc on the other, it would become unde
this policy, like slavery in Cuba, where th
master is forced to be cruel and stern in hi
government and control of slavery. It woul
create a new grade of slavery, and create ii
the slaves we already have, a feeling of et

perionty that wo should avoid.
Iu short, this proposition t> revive the Al

rican Slave Trade, was purelv and simply
proposition to dissolve the Union, because i
cannot be earned out while the Union last*
When that proposition is boldly and operil
mad -, Virginia, though a border State, wouh
not shrink foro her doty. But Virginia wa

unwilling to put the perpetuity of tnis 1 nioi
upon any such issue us this proposition t
kidnap cannibals upon the coast of Cong
a d contend with the King ol Uahouiey 11

the marts of will Africa for tho purchase o

slaves there, ll you intend dissolution, dt
clare it boldly and manfully. [Applause.
Present your proposition with your pream
ble and resolutions, and we will mcetyou upoi
it, and either acquiesce and go with yoi
heartily aud zealously, or give our reason
for not do ing so.

Mr. John A. Jones, of (Jeorgia. Will th
gentleman go. now, to-lay, for a dissolutiol
of the Union? [ Applause.[

Mr. Pry »r. 1 am nut going to tak" a posi
tion outside of the Union, until 1 can go will
a united Smth. (Jive ine a case of oppres
sion and tyranny sufficient to justify a disso
lotion of the Union, and give me a unitci
S utli, and then I am willmg to go out of th
Union. [Applause J

Mr. J inns. If the irentleman waits for ai

uml South, ho will never go out of tb<
Union.

Mr. Pryor. 1 will not so stigmatize an;
State or any class of my feiluw-citiz ns b;
believing that when a case arises suflieieii
tojustitya dissolution if the Union, an;
S ate of the South will sta-.d back. In tu

crisis has the 0 d Lhminion been recreant t»
her duty. When tbe bill of the Revulutioi
was 9et in motion in 1774, Virginia was no

behind. When Jacks <n desired to send tin
federal troops to crush out South Carolina
Virginia was not recreant to her duty. [Ap
plau-e.]
Hut recollect that tbe tiret onsot, in caso o

revolution, uiust be met by Virginia, and
gentlemen must not expect of her an inordi
riute enthusiasm that may be felt by other*
not situated as she is. But take my word
for it, Virginia will not disparago the memoryof her illustrious heroes, and abdicate the
proud position she now occupies in the an

nals ol our country. Toe truo position of
the South was the position of defence. \N e
claim nothing but our rights, nothing more

than our forefathers guaranteed to us, and
so help us Cod, Virginia will never take less
than that, if there is to bo a disseverance
of the Union let there be no disseverance ol
tbe S -uth. Believe tho border States true and
loyal; recollect that suspicion big ts resentment.L't us collect our energies for tbe
final struggle, so that when it con's, the entireSouth may precipitate herseif upon tbe
foe, like a thunderbolt from lleaven, with irresistibleeffect!
Mr. Pryor spoko for nearly two hours aud

was listened to with marked attention.

A Sleeping .Vltmber.

Yesterday, whilst the 11 «use was in Committeeof the Whole on tbe state of the Union,
er gaged in the consideration of the bill makingappropriations for sundry civil > xperiseofthe government, for the year ending the
30:h .lune, 1851), it was discovered that one
uf the representatives of the "dear people"
was quietly sleeping od a soia witnin me nar

of tbe II use. lie lay at lull length, his hair
carefully pushed Irotn his hrow, and his arm
carelessly thrown over the hack ol hi< head
Suddenly the debate on the proposition to
substitute a differently constructed life boat
for that now in use on the coast ol New .Jer
«ey, was interrupted by the vigorous effortsof a member from one of the westerndistricts of the Stitethat boasts of the
"Hermitage" to obtain the ear of the Cnairman.The perseverenoo of the member
was rewarded, as such perseverance always
is, when lie moved that the enacting clause
of tbe bill he stricken out in ord"r that
"the sleeping member from \ irgioia might
be waked up." Another member, and from
another Slate, raised a point of order, that
it was not competent lor the Committee
of the Whole to app tint a committer) eittnr
to wake up a sleeping ncmber, or for the

accomplishment of any oth^r purpose. It is
needless to add that the point ol order was

sustained; but, for all that, the olj ct which
the gentleman had in submitting tiis motion
was accomplished. The eyes of the llou«e,
together with those of the straggling specta
tors were all directed tr the luxurious sofa,
and wtieu the sleeper did wake, his lirst yawn
was greeted with upmri >us laughter and the
flapping of hands. We leave the reader to
imagine his lieling", lor he said not a word.

Lat.r i.t ibruay, a representative from the
pine tree State requested a gentleman who
was defending the bill under consideration
not to fe so vehement in his declamation, lest
he should wake up tho-e energetic un aibers
who had striven so manfully the other night
to procure the attendance of a quorum by ar

resting honorable gentlemen wherever they
were to bo found, and bringing them within
tbe bir of too House. L(on waking, the
gentleman again found hiuiie.f an otject ot
wonder, and again was greeted with tbe
laughter of til" fellow-member*.. liiion.

JOWA LANDS..Tbe undersigned, a resident
ol Fort Dodge. Iowa, is now on a visit to

V irg nia He attends to the locating ol Land
Warrants, and tbe purchase o' lands. A large
portion ot the best lands in Iowa will be
brougnt into market on the 14th of June next,
and will afford a line opportunity tor investmentAny business entrusted to him will he
promptly attended to.
He reiers to OKAY, MILLK.R A CO., Alexandria.and to Major L. T MOORE, Winchester.
Addre*» Irom tins time until the Wfith inst,

ROBERT F. GRAY,
Uppervilie, Fauquier Co. Va.

N. B The partneiship which existed between
himself and his lather, Dr. J. G. GRAY, of
Loudoun County, has been do-solved,
my 10.eo'tt

1 FAMILY FLOL'R.11hj bhls. "Jonathan
Ewers"' "Greenway," and "Jo.don" FAMILYFLolfR. lor sale by

my Id.eolni T. A BKEWlh & CO.

21, 1858.
Violent Tornado In Maryland.

.0 A violent tornado parted through the low^er part of Prince George's county, Maryland,
, on Saturday evening ls-t, and extended

' through a portion of Calvert and Charles
;o c unties Its lioe of destruction began, we

believe, in the neighborhood of Woodville, at

k which place chimoies and fences were thrown
ie down in profusion. The steamer Planter,
e C.ipt Weems, eoc >untered the gale at Truelgman's Point, on the Patuxent, and suffered

A* .,.« ifl. loea r.f I i f > Tl.n

10 Captain of the Plauter describes the scene at

,0 this point as the most terrific he ever witnesa;ee<]. The thick ropes fastening the steamer to

11 the wharf were broken as if but thread?.
d the boat driven with fearful rapidity from
l8 the shore.the furniture in the cabins tjssed
t, to and fro, and the officers and crew com pellJed to seek shelter below decks, from the viot)lent hail which fell in great profusion. A
i. number of passengers, ladies and gentlemen,
). had not left the boat five minutes before the
v gale broke upon them. Some of the oarr.riages were smashed to pieces, and the in|.mates nsrrowly escaped with their lives..

Some idea may be formed of the powers of
e the wind from the fact that an ox-team and
tt four oxou with the driver, were raised from
,1 the ground and carried half way across the
j. river. Ttie driver was drowned.the oxen

i, wore extricated after a considerable time .
j. 0 .e of the meo belonging to the boat.a
r colored man. was at the same moment seeu

e to fall overboard, to rise no more; and after
H the steamer was righted, and the roll called,
d another one of the crew was missing. He
n was also drowned. The Captain says that
i- at one glance he saw four large tobacco

houses fall, crushed to atoms. We learn
f. that on the farm of Mr. tieo. W. Morton,
a near Aijoasco, every outhouse on the place
t was demolished, and wo fear that great dami.age has been done to property in the neighyborhood .Marlboro' (razette.
d Destructive Storm in the Patcxent..
i W'e learn from passengers who arrived
a last evening in the steamer Planter, from
o Pituxent river, that portions of Prince
o George's, Calvert and Charles counties were
u visited on Saturday afternoon last by a trefineudous thunder-storm, accompanied with

rain and hail. The wind blew a hurricane.
| There is a great destruction of property rei-parted. A correspondent notes the followuing:.Halt. Sun.
u "Aiuuiig tbe sufferers are Mr. James F. Waittors, whose barn was blown down and one of

his negroes reported killed: John P. Adams,
e barn blown d >wn; (J. W. Morton, barn
Q blown down; X (> Harrison's servant struck

by lightning, and a slave of Mrs. Moran re-ported killed. A carriage and horse, belongi>ingtoJ.D. Howling, was blowo over but
- no lives lost, and two yoke of oxen were
- blown into the river.
i l>uriog the storm the '"Planter" was lying
0 at Truman's Point, Calvert county. She

parted her moorings, and with the greatest
1 difficulty her bow was kept to the wiud, and
e with a heavy steam prevented from being

forced on the bank of the river. The furni»ture on the hurricane deck was blown ioto
y the river, and one of her bands, a colored
t man, was blown overboard and drowned..
y The upper portion of the boat was consider0ably worsted, but no serious damage done to

her.
' The storm appears to have passed over
t Woodvilie, Prince (Jeorge's County, and
2 through Calvert county, towards the bay .
. At Bryantown, Charles County, bail is repor-ted t> have fallen to the depth of several inehos,but not so heavily as at Truman's Point.
f The above losses aro only a portion of the

damage reported to bave been sustained by
tbo planters in the track of the storm."

Why If la.

Tbo Savannah Republican contains a phiI
osophical disquisition upon the difference betweenthe PetD' Cracy and tbeir opposition
brethren of the South. It says it has often
been puzzled to account for tbe tact that eveiry movement in tie South, whether with the
press or the people, in opposition to our na-

tional l'nion, lias sprung Iroin tbe ranks of I
the Peni 'Cratic party Can it be, it asks,
that the individuals who encage in these bostilemovements against the l'nion are wiser t

.more learned in the science of government
and political economy.more attached to, or 1

interested in, Southern institutions.moie
'jealous of ri.'ht or sensitive to dishonor, than
others ef their fellow-citizens wbo were born
under the same bright sky, reared under the
same roofs, educated in the same schools,
arid who have worshipped at tbe same altar?
1 tiat being impossible, whence, then, springs
tins HinguUrand marked discrepancy between
the men ol the .South'/ We auljoin its an'swer:

"in our judgment it can only arise from
sonic innate, radical, and powerfully d flu s i v»
pru ciple of destructiveness in I)emo>:racy itself.'Aprinciple ot restlessness, and change,
that makes prejudice or self-will the governingprinciple, and not those holier rules of
sell-denial, cheerful submission to law, and
reverence lor what is rigat, inculcated alike
by divine injunction and the dictates of a

conservative policy. It is tbe lack of a

mighty balance wheel that turns loose the
party, reatle»* and unrestrained, to work out
the purposes of the hour, without regard to
the means employed, or the consequences to
ensue."

I>r. .1 II Kohiuson, tbe great story writer,
as will be seen by an advertisement in anothercolumn, is writing a story for the New
V rk Weekly, under the title of "Nick
Whiffles, or the Trujyter-(iuide," which
cannot tail to create au extraordinary demandfor that already popular paper. The
field chosen by the author is one of the most
interesting that could hnve beeo selected..
The whole History of the Northwest is one

great II mance, w hich in the hands of a man
like Dr. K ibinson cannot tail to attract the
universal attention of the reading world..
In the particular linn he has chosen, Dr.
Kohinson has no rival in the world of letter.-,ami we sli uld judge from the fact that
the proprietor of the Weekly has secured his
exclusive services, in addition to such writers
as Francis 5 Smith, Mrs. Mary C Vaughan,
Il'den F->rest braves, James A. MaitUod,
Augustine >J. H. A. Duganue, etc., that he
means to uiake a bold push for the tallest
kind if a circulation. *

r i v KhWAKD!.K-.-naw'sy Irom the »ub- I
j*)#)' / -er;!;er. early hi January last, a negro t
man named NKI.MJN. hired ol Messrs P. M. J
Tabb Ac Son. as agents lor Mr. John M. Cor.'Ar.y, c

of Stafford county. t
i he said ne^ro hears no marks i.a rtienlai K-

- t 1remembeml. is ah ,'ut let-t h inches high, ol *

light ginger bread color, scmew hat slew-iooted; '

when spoken to, speaks quickly, and is quite *

sprightly; sometimes caiU himself Nelson Hans- l!

burg. H>- has a wile in Fredericksburg. it is be- d
Ileveil. but took up with another won*11 111 or '
iiear Peter-buig, whom he visited during the ^
past year. '
A reward ol* twenty five dollars is offered for -1

his apprehension it taken in Richmond, Petersburg.Alexandria, or Fredericksburg, or their
vicinity. or within one hundred miles ol Richmond,and delivered to me, or Messrs. P. M.
l'abb A >011, in Richmond, or secured in any 'I
jail 111 the Mate, so that I can get him again or 'i
fiity dollars if apprehended further North. ^

JOHN 1). QUARLES. i
Richmond. Va my I'g.2aw4wTuAcK

1M)R SALE..A valuable young NEGRO^ MAN of good habits and disposition.Said servant Las been accustomed to bouse 0
work Any gentleman wishing a good dining- '
room servant would do well to purchase him. 0
He will not be sold out of the viciuity of Alex- &
andria Address "Advertiser," White Post P. e
O.. Clarke County, Va ap 21.eolm 1

| \\r <>oL purchased hy
T? je *0 1)AMEL K. HOOE.

The Flood In (tie Mississippi Va||»j.Tne Memphis Appeal of thr 5cb B.The river falls eery slowly .Juring Btwenty-four hours ending last eveningu [,4,j B
not goDe down M^ite two tuehe*. 1 B
vasee al Barlon's Lauding four milct Up ^ Briver ud the other side, was pouring tBt a Bheavy volume of water yesterday, and *,.i Hdo much injury. The position of aff4!rt Bdown the river is melancholy in the ti Ktreme, and we may expect t > bear of e*it, Bof severe distress. Mr. Tbomat*>n, t(jt Xclerk of Evaneville, on yei<terday troui White Ij River, ha* given us several particulars ut the Istate of things as they existed oo the trip t B
Iiuc uum iu iuih cuj. B

Froiu Hcleua t> White Kiver the tru? Hler on the river could distinguish onlv gne Isheet of water on both eidesot the riter, u 9far as could be soon. Up the shore ol Wfaiu BKver, for sixty miles, a similar siretob ifwater met the eye. The houses are all »ur.rounded by water which flows beneath thtiu IWhere the water ruus id a current, tne supporta of the bouses are hourly undermine:
some ot the houses were seen leaning oterready to fail. The condition of the inmates Bin many instances, especially when far from ftneighbors, must be most deplorable, l'ne Bloss of stock will be great. The cattle bats B
no opportunity of lyiug down, and must «uf Bfer from deprivation ot sleep, as well as fr.m Bscarcity of food. H
Men were seen in dug outs, in some places Bfollowed by tbe wading cattle. The men

wore engaged in cutting down the y uog ool- Btonwood trees for the cattle to browse upon B
Io one place a drove of hogs wain for sort- Bdistance alter the boat, evidently anxious to I
get on the dry dock. A man was seen at i
Helena endeavoring to purchase a liitUat,
upon which to place a portion of his stock,
to save them from perishiug. He lived back
from Napoleon; but not a boat wan to be g t Iin that city. Tbe lences, of course, are eat- D
ried off for miles. Cordwood is also carried
away in sui;b abundance that the boats al- I
ready find it scarce, anl have to pay an ad- gvaoced price. I

DR. J H. ROBINSON BAMONG THE TRAI'I'KRv I
JSOTHER SEW JTTRJfTlOS I

THE NEW YORK WEEKLY! I
Which is now universally acknowledged tube gTHE BEST STORY TAPER I
Xotc I'tiblijthci in any jnirt ij tkt II r/J.' H

nick \\TTi v r m :s ; I
THE T K A P 1' K K G f I l> K . gA TAI.E Of TUE NoRTHW fcsT I
By Or. J, II. nOBItllOX! V

Author ol "Buca Bison," "Pioneers ol Km*! gky," "Marion's Brigade," Half Wit- gled Nat." etc , etc gW HIS LAST AN1> BEST STORY |FOB SAI.K BV AU. SKWn-BKALKHS IN TBIi jtIT STATES AND KKI l l<H PUOVIMTN

This is a story descriptive of Wild ami Var*
ling Adventure and of the primitive mode* (>f
lite, among the Indians and Trapfier* ot the
(»reat Northwestern Territory. This grand and
extensive portion ot the American Continent
has been hitherto almost as a Vj.h! boos to
the civilized world. In those regions a temt

ry nearly as large as Europe has been long I n *
ed in the monopoly ot' the great Hudson's Bay
Company, and its rival, the Northwestern (' »

Private enterprise has not penetrated its so

tudes, and ot those whose duties have ra .r:

them there, and who have participate-) in r.e

treasures of this unknown land, none have hith
erto been willing to excise its mysteries or

have possessed the power of portraying the
perilous and strange vicissitudes through who
they have passed. Here we find c' asses ol men

distinct, indigenous to the soil, or moulded b)
its peculiarities; |»erfectly original in charac
ter, utterly unlike in maimers and habits to any
similar order in other lands. The Indian, in t

his natural wildness; the hall breed, a s'tange
mixture of daring, simplicity, and cunning; 'he
Trapper, w ho spurns the restraints ot civilization,and recognizes no law but the fierce nr.

pulse ot his own will; the European Exile or

Outcast; the Outlaw o! Canada ami the I'ruled
states, who seek in the trackless wilderness a

refuge from the outraged laws ol civili/ed lite.
Nor is this rude society denied the genial in

luences and humanizing etfei U ol woman*

presence. Itupellid by affection, hundreds ol
devoted women have accompanied these adventurousoutcast* to this wild retreat , while the
population, the offspring ol mixed races, con

tains thousands ot half-breed females, in whom
the passions, the graces, ami the virtues ot the
loiter sex, are blended with the artle»«nes« ot

nature, and the wild freedom ol a lile tha'
knows no conventionalities.

In these reckless men, the gieat rival Comp.i
rues lind willing agents and unscrupulous '

jiice engaged in tlieir service, hut lew »-*> ( n

turn, or care to return, to society. Among the*
people are enacted deeds ol nnle rhiva a*

brilliant and daring as any recorded ol tin- .

zalric ages. And among them, also aie rou

mtted tragedies, and crimes ol wild passion
hat can lind no parallel in history 01 »car<«i)
ii fiction. Living absolutely without law. ami
vitbout protection, every man in, |»erlorre. a

aw unto himself, and the rille and the tornanawk
ire the only arbiter*
Here it a glorious field for a novelist w **

xperience and talent tit him for the ta»» <»i ''

neting i'* event* Such a man i* the author
'NICK WHIFFLK.S;" and in this *t»»y *'

venture to say, that he ha* surpassed every "

tier effort. For fidelity to nature tor urn
ind dramatic force of style, and lor keen il»-i
ation of character, there are tew stories in

anguage that can compare w ith NICK W HIr
FLES" The author bring* betore the teah
n lite-like action, the hardy Adventurers a<

be simple Nativoa of this magnificent i-*,

I'he crimes, the wrongs, the misfortunes an' '

insopbistocated virtues of the lite he il-pictilternatelyarouse our indignation and awasen
»ur sympathy At one time we are rapt in t !
niration of the reckless courage and romant c

laring so vividly painie<| by this skiilul w

it another, w e are melted to tears by the
ute pathos wpb which seine ot the noblest liar*
»l human nature are brought beiore <». a J

igain we are convulsed with laughter by
tumorous descri|>tions ot eccentric an omk '

naracters.the wauyiu olTspiing ot a iree .» *

ess. and untrammelled mode ol existence a

ihase of human nature hitherto unknown lot

rant of a historian.
Those who have read the previous p'i* r

ions from the pen of Dr. Robinson, do no'

[Hire to be told that there is no man now nm-s
vho can compete with bim in a story ot *r. «

haracter. He stands unrivalled in tins
iteratuie. As one of the leading contribute"
or the Fluff 0/ Our L\v/n, and other »' 4
uiblications ol the day, tor u number ol ) «"

ie ha* acquired a |x>| uiaril} tuai plac<« &"n

be Iront ranlc ol American st-rv-'-r
CF Those who Ueaire to secure tin* <'ri B

tory, by Ur RoBINiON eomj. ete.sboaid
n their orders at once, to enable us to (M»r

rrstigeirients to supply them. Wherever ft.'"

» a .News-Agent, order through him Wr oi

esire to »end the WEEKLY by mail to <>"'

tie-way placet, where there is no News I
Vhen sent by mail the terms are $4 a y"
wo copies for *3. Six months' sobscrip'"*
51. All orders by mail mus' be addressed

A. J. WILLIAMMLV
Kditor and Froprie'or

No 25! Beekmau street, .NVw
The NF.W YORK WEEKLY is sold b) »

he News IValeis in the L'lilted State* and Br-isbProvinces You c»n get it m A less' " 1

'a at UKoRl.K MliOKKb aud l»EOKi»L ^

RKNCHS.
New York my 21.eo'lt

VALLEY FEMALE INsTlTL'TK,
I'aasTBB. Ya .The lourth annual session

1 this Institution will commence Sepft>
st, 1807, and continue live month* lhr
>t Instruction ie complete, arid mpenoi ad^

cges are offered lor a thorougn and politr
ation. For further uilormation, send and &'1
catalogue. S. P. Yf)RK. A. M.

U LA MONTE, A B.

Principals and Propi'«'w"
Winchester, jy 7.eoly

i


